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Endgame in Afghanistan Pakistan advised to keep clear 
SLAMABAD: Dec 20: Pakistan believes in total non-intrusiveness on the Afghan issue and 
has no desire to lead it or be led by it, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Malik Amad 
Khan stated at a seminar here on Monday. 

“Afghans own the Afghan issue. The neighbours can only assist them to resolve it,” he told the 

seminar titled ‘Afghanistan Endgame’ jointly arranged by the Centre for Research and Security 

Studies (CRSS) and United States Institute of Peace (USIP). 

“Guns have not worked in the past nor would work in future. There has to be a political solution,” 

he said, stressing that “no ethnic group should be left out in the process of negotiations” for 

national reconciliation in Afghanistan. 

About the militancy inside Pakistan, the minister said Pakistani military and intelligence agencies 

were tackling it “efficiently and their input in the foreign policy in the existing difficult situation is 

also proving productive”. 

Other speakers, including politicians and security experts, believed the endgame in Afghanistan 

had started and agreed that whatever its outcome, Pakistan should let the Afghan people to 

decide it. 

They stressed that the United States give a clear framework for the withdrawal of Nato forces 

from Afghanistan. The independent Afghanistan that emerges cannot be a security threat to 

Pakistan, many experts said. 

Begum Abida Hussain, PPP leader and former ambassador to US, said “by improving its relations 

with Iran and India, Pakistan will be in a better position to deal with the situation emerging in 

Afghanistan in the days to come”. 

She suggested that Pakistan set aside the idea of strategic depth and “de-Saudicize itself as it 

has helped Wahabism flourish in the country”. 

ANP leader Hashim Babar doubted that Afghan problem would be solved “unless Pakistan looks 

into its own-self, does soul searching and comes 

about to a consensus with the powers that matter”. 

“The solution lies with Pakistan mostly, if not entirely,” he said. 

Lt-Gen Talat Masood, security analyst, who chaired the event, observed that Afghanistan could 

become a source of regional and global instability as Afghans would not be able to take care of 

themselves after the US withd 

rawal. 

“The leadership in Afghanistan is not cohesive and capable that it could find a solution on its 

own,” he said, adding that “Pakistan must prepare itself and try to stabilise Afghanistan in the best 

possible fashion”. 
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